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Dear Friends,

Jesus said that where we 
choose to invest our resources 
is the best indication of our 
top priorities (Matthew 6:21). 
That’s the truth. How we 
spend our time, energy, talent, 
passion, and money reveals 
a great deal about what 
matters most to us. 

This is also true: in the 
real world, there are many 
competitors vying for those 

limited resources. It is a constant struggle to honor our 
priorities even as we are pulled in many different directions 
and bombarded with worthy uses of our time and our 
money. I know a family whose New Year’s resolution was to 
worship together each Sunday for an entire calendar year. In 
mid-February, their best intentions were tested by a birthday 
party invitation. By early May, they’d shifted their resolution 
to a twice-per-month family worship. 

I think we can all identify with the tension they 
encountered. Putting God first in our lives is often easier in 
theory than in practice. That’s why we set some time aside 
each fall as a congregation to reflect on the journey of faith 
and ministry that we share. We celebrate all that God is 
doing through Second Presbyterian Church, and we commit 
ourselves to active participation in that work as we plan for 
the year ahead.

This year, we are focusing our attention on the 
extraordinary possibilities that are ahead of us. It is a 
significant time in the life of Second Presbyterian Church 

as we journey together into a new chapter of mission 
and ministry. Now is the time to plant the 

seeds that will bear good fruit for 

years and decades to come. For 180 years, in every season 
and through much change, God has blessed and guided 
this great congregation. This is our time to faithfully, 
joyfully, and boldly sow seeds of newness and nurture the 
possibilities that God calls us to pursue. 

We give to support the ministry of the church for 
many reasons. We give because we have been taught to offer 
a portion of what we have to bless others. We give out of 
gratitude for what we have received. We give to ensure the 
future of communities that have blessed us. We give to be a 
prophetic witness to the way of Christ in the world. We give 
because it brings joy and meaning to our lives. 

In the weeks ahead, I hope that you will prayerfully 
consider the invitation to give generously, discuss it with 
those you love, and determine how you can make giving 
a priority in the year ahead. In the church, pledging is 
planning. Our commitments enable the Session (leadership 
team) of the church to set a responsible budget and our 
generosity makes all the ministry and mission that we share 
possible. As you reflect on the stories told in the words and 
images of this newsletter, consider your role in supporting 
all that happens at Second Presbyterian Church.

I am grateful for the privilege of sharing ministry with 
you. I am energized by the future that God has in store 
for us. I am committed to sowing seeds and nurturing 
possibilities of newness in this significant time. This is 
our call at Second as we prepare for 2019—
to commit ourselves boldly as we journey 
forward in community!

With gratitude,

Christopher A. Henry
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Jesus said to them,  
“A sower went out to sow…”   

Mark 4:1-9

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

What an exciting time in the life of our church! As we 
begin our ministry under Chris Henry’s leadership, 2019 
is a time for “Sowing Seeds, Nurturing Possibilities.” Even 
as we discern what God is leading us to be and to do in the 
future, we already have faithful, life-transforming ministries 
happening right now!

The annual General Fund Budget is the financial 
foundation for all our ministries. Nearly everything 
described in this magazine depends upon the budget in 
some way. Since 85% of the budget comes from member 
contributions, you make it happen!

Thank you for the many ways in which you already 
support our ministries. Will you prayerfully consider 
beginning, renewing, or increasing your financial 
support in 2019?

How much to give is a key spiritual decision. How does 
your financial support of the church compare with other 
spending priorities? You may find it helpful to think in 
terms of proportional giving: what percent of your expenses 
or income are devoted to Christ’s ministries? The Biblical 
practice of a tithe (10%) serves as a useful model for many.

Commitment Sunday is October 28. Let us join 
together in sowing seeds and nurturing possibilities in this 
new chapter of our church’s story. Express your commitment 
with the card below, or online at SecondChurch.org/Give.

Gratefully yours, 

The Stewardship Ministry Team
Nancy Frick, Melynne Klaus, Ron Snow, 
and John Koppitch 

Sowing Seeds, Nurturing Possibilities

Second
GOD IS FIRST

B

I/We will contribute by:
  Check or Cash
  Automatic monthly withdrawal. Please have the Finance Office send 

an annual authorization form.
  *Visa/ MasterCard on a monthly basis.  Please have the Finance 

Office send an annual authorization form.
  *E-giving* I will set this up through SecondChurch.org/e-giving.
  Transfer of stock.  Please have the Finance Office send instructions.

  Please send contribution statements electronically to the e-mail address 
on this form.   

  Please send contribution envelopes.
  Please send information about leaving a bequest to the church.     

*Please note that the church incurs a fee for these transactions.

Name (s):  ___________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________   

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________

Telephone: ___________________________________

E- mail:  _____________________________________

With gratitude to God,  
I/we commit to support the 2019 General Fund by contributing: 
                                            
$ ________________________ per 

	  week       month       quarter       year 

Signature:  ___________________________________

Please fold and tear to remove this form and return it to the church office with the envelope inserted in the middle of this publication.
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Sowing Seeds, Nurturing Possibilities:   
The Endowment

In 2017 our Endowment provided nearly $2 million 
for our ministries.  It gave substantial support (and in some 
cases, the only support) for a variety of important ministries 
including:  Lake Fellows, Footsteps of Faith, Next Steps, 
CenterPoint Counseling, Music and Fine Arts, Children’s 
Circle Preschool, Clergy/Staff Renewal Grants, Restoration 
and Repair Building Projects, and more.

This support included $528,731 for the Annual General 
Fund (12% of the budget).  This General Fund contribution 
was designated for Building and Grounds expenses so that 
member contributions directly supported the ministries and 
programs that we love; help us grow as disciples; and impact 
the community beyond our church.

Established in 1923, Endowment assets were $45.4 
million at the end of June 2018.  With that much money, 
why do we need to worry about the annual budget?  Why 
do I need to contribute?  These are good questions.

An endowment is not a savings account or rainy day 
fund.  Its purpose is to generate money for Christ’s ministry 
year after year after year.  Donors to our endowment intend 
their gift to provide a reliable source of income to the church 
in perpetuity.  So, having an endowment does not diminish 
our need to contribute.  Past gifts to the endowment, 

combined with our present-day generosity, greatly expand 
our ability to do ministry each and every year.

Managing an endowment is critically important for 
its long-term impact.  Our Endowment is governed by a 
board of 15 church members elected by the Session.  Jeff 
Kittle currently serves as Board President.  The Board sets 
policies regarding income objectives and spending rates.  
Our current spending rate is 4.5% of a 12-quarter rolling 
average of endowment assets.  Our income objective (which 
we have successfully met for more than 10 years) is the 
spending rate plus the rate of inflation.  This allows us to 
both use the endowment for current ministry while also 
growing it for the future.  The Board also oversees the work 
of our investment manager, FEG Investment Advisors.  The 
portfolio is invested in a mixture of Global Equities, Global 
Fixed Income, Real Assets, and Diversifying Strategies. 

There is no minimum requirement for contributions.  
You can make a gift to the Endowment at any time.  Many 
members plan an Endowment Gift in their estate plan, 
through a will, bequest, assignment of life insurance, IRA, 
401(k), etc.  You can plant a seed for future ministry, today!

For more information on making a gift to the 
Endowment (or to inform us that you have already made 
plans to do so), please contact John Koppitch (jkoppitch@
secondchurch.org).  The Beecher Society consists of those 
who have informed us that the church is in their estate plan 
and currently has 153 members.
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A snapshot of 2017 contributions to 
the General Fund:

• 69% of our member households contributed to 
the General Fund.

• The average household 
contribution was $2,489.

• Of our 1373 donor households, 23 (1.7%) 
contributed more than $20,000 each.  168 
households (12.2%) contributed more 
than $5,000 each.

• 14% contributed by Credit Card, ACH 
transfers, or e-giving.

• An increasing number of households 
contributed with stock, mandatory minimum 
IRA withdrawals, Donor Advised Funds, and 
Family Foundations.

• 11.8% ($528,731) came from the Endowment.  
This is designated for building-related expenses, 
freeing up member contributions to support 
ministries and programs.

$4.6 million is a large amount of money and we 
are most grateful for your contributions!

But challenges and opportunities lie ahead.  
Can the General Fund keep pace with the growing 
opportunities to improve, expand, and develop our 
ministries?  With the Endowment as a reliable base 
of support, will we increase the number of members 
who contribute?  Will each of us increase the amount 
we contribute?

When it comes to sowing seeds and nurturing 
possibilities, our generosity makes a difference!

Sowing Seeds; Nurturing Possibilities:  
The General Fund

It takes $4.6 million annually to support the operations 
of our church and its ministries through the General Fund.  
Worship, missions, youth ministries, children’s ministries, 
fellowship, adult education, communications, salaries and 
benefits, utilities, building maintenance, administration, 
information technology…nearly every activity and ministry 
(including everything you are reading about in this issue!) is 
supported directly or indirectly by the General Fund.

Because member contributions provide 85% of this 
budget, your General Fund gifts are the single-most effective 
way to support the whole ministry of our church.

Second
GOD IS FIRST

B
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Sowing Seeds; Nurturing Possibilities:  
Why And How To Give?
First, giving is a matter of our identity.  

We are created in the image of God, who is 
exceedingly good and generous.  As we give 
generously of our time and resources, we fulfill 
a deep truth of our identity and purpose as 
children of God.  Because giving is what we were 
created to do, being a generous giver is the way to 
live a full and meaningful life.

Second, it is a matter of gratitude.  Giving 
generously is a way to thank God for all the 
blessings we have received: our individual lives; 
the loved ones around us; our time, talent, 
and treasure; the forgiveness of our sins; and 
the promise of resurrection to eternal life.  
We express our gratitude by loving God and 
neighbor, following Christ’s teachings, and 
generously sharing from what God has given us.

Third, it is a matter of impact.  Jesus told 
us to make disciples, feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked…to transform both people and the 
world.  Our generous giving makes a difference 
in the world – as evident in all the articles of 
this magazine.

There are many ways to give:  cash or 
check; online though the church website; 
with a credit card or automatic withdrawal 
from the bank; stock transfer; Donor Advised 
Fund or a Family Foundation; a direct tax-free 
contribution using the mandatory minimum 
withdrawal from an IRA.

Each gift, no matter the size, makes a 
difference.  A one-time contribution counts.  Or, 
we may prefer to make a continuing contribution 
(weekly, monthly, quarterly).  Making a specific 
commitment (or goal) helps us to be more 
intentional about our financial priorities.  When 
considering a giving goal, using a proportion 
or percentage of our income may be a helpful 
plan. The Bible speaks of a tithe (10%) as 
a worthy goal.
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Welcome Picnic
Almost 700 braved 

the heat to take part in 
the Welcome Picnic on 
Sunday, August 26. Church 
community members 
enjoyed fried chicken and 
fixings from Jugs, listened 
to some great music by 
Second Winds and a DJ, 
and played some games. 

The dunk tank was 
a big hit, especially when 
Chris Henry and Sara 
Hayden took a turn! 
Dunk tank donations 
brought in $175 to help 
feed children of the Umoja 
Project in Kenya.
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Chris Henry’s friend and colleague, 
Rob McClellan, will be preaching at the 
installation service. 

The Rev. Dr. Robert (Rob) McClellan is 
Senior Pastor/Head of Staff at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church in Tiburon, CA.  Originally 
from Bloomington, he holds a B.A. in 
Communications (University of Iowa), a M.A. 
in Philanthropic Studies (Indiana University 
- Purdue University Indianapolis), a M.A. in 
Rhetoric (University of Wisconsin), a M.Div. 
(Columbia Theological Seminary), and a D.Min. 
from San Francisco Theological Seminary.  

Rob is drawn to Celtic Christianity and has a 
passion for the environment.  In his doctoral work 
and ministry, he has explored pilgrimage as a 
spiritual practice in mainline Protestantism.  Prior 
to moving to California, he served churches in 
Bryn Mawr, PA and Philadelphia.  He is married 
to former Lake Fellow, Rev. Sherri Hausser, with 
whom he has a son Liam born in 2013.  

Installation of Rev. Chris Henry

The Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) states:

When the congregation, the presbytery, and the minister of the 
Word and Sacrament (or candidate) have all concurred in a call 
to a permanent or designated pastoral position, the presbytery shall 
complete the call process by organizing and conducting a service of 
installation. Installation is an act of the presbytery establishing the 
pastoral relationship. A service of installation occurs in the context of 
worship. (G-2.0805)

The Presbytery of Whitewater Valley and Second Presbyterian 
Church cordially invite you to join us as we celebrate the Installation 
Service for Reverend Christopher A. Henry, Senior Pastor, Second 
Presbyterian Church:

• Sunday, November 4, 2018

• 11a.m. Service of Installation

• 12:15 p.m. Reception to follow in McFarland Hall

Commission Members:

• Elder Sandra Reid, Presbytery Vice-Moderator member at 
Tabernacle Presbyterian 

• Elder Karen Buttrey, PNC co-chair and member at Second

•  Elder Jerry Hallett, PNC co-chair and member at Second 

• Rev. Chelsea Benham, Associate Pastor at 
Irvington Presbyterian 

• Rev. Winterbourne Harrison-Jones, Pastor of 
Witherspoon Presbyterian 

• Rev. Mike Samson, Associate Pastor at Orchard 
Park Presbyterian 

Participants in the Service:

• Rev. Dr. Joanna Adams

• Rev. Dr. Bill Enright

• Rev. Sara Hayden

• Rev. Dr. David Henry

• Rev. Dr. Rob McClellan

W H I T E W A T E R
V A L L E Y
P R E S B Y T E R Y
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The Sacred Arts at Second Music and Fine Arts Series
The Sacred Arts at Second Series (formerly Anima 

Sacra) is a unique endeavor of Second Presbyterian 
Church that utilizes the gifts and talents of members of 
our congregation and community to provide opportunities 
to experience the embodiment of God’s Word through 
live music and art. The intersection of faith, theology, and 
culture with beauty in sound, color, and texture provides 
the foundation for a vivid conversation as we discern as 
a community of disciples how to live as children of the 
Divine Creator.  

Three of the events in the series this year focus on the 
lives and legacies of American artists.  We explore works by 
Duke Ellington, Leonard Bernstein and Florence Price, who 
embody common themes of conviction, passion and faith in 
a troubled world. 

Duke Ellington, best known for his big band jazz music, 
presented a series of Sacred Concerts in the latter part 
of his life. Second’s Jazz Quintet with Erin Benedict and 
Gary Walters presented a concert, “Duke and the Divine” 
in September. While Ellington rose to fame as a popular 
secular band leader, it was his Sacred Concert series that he 
self-described as his “most important work.”

If Leonard Bernstein were alive today, he would be 
celebrating his 100th birthday. Throughout his life Bernstein 
wrestled with integrating his faith and his particular 
orientation to music into a life of meaning through music.  
In reflecting on his first symphony, Jeremiah, which was 
presented as part of the Sanctuary Choir’s Lenten concert in 
2017, he says:

“The work I have been writing all my life is about the 
struggle that is born of the crisis of our century, a crisis of faith.”  

His Judeo-Christian heritage appears in various 
ways in his music in both works for theatre and for the 
concert stage.  

The Sanctuary Choir under the leadership of Dr. 
Michelle L. Louer presents a community concert on 
Thursday, October 18 which explores how Bernstein 
responded to the challenges of discrimination, racism, 
immigration and other humanitarian issues through his 
compositions.  Excerpts from West Side Story, Candide, 
Trouble in Tahiti and other compositions provide a 
distinctive lens for viewing how we live in the world today.  

In our Festival Sunday services on October 21, excerpts from 
Bernstein’s Mass, which combines surprising elements of jazz 
harmonies and rhythms, will be integrated into our liturgy 
and accompanied by Festival Orchestra.  

In March we take a close look at the music and life of 
Florence Price, the first African-American woman composer 
to have her work performed by a professional orchestra. 
Price lived during a time in which women – especially black 
women – had no voice.  Her oeuvre was presumed lost until 
recently discovered in an abandoned home in Illinois just a 
few years ago.  

A woman of faith, she served as a church organist 
in Chicago.  Her compositions organically incorporate 
the spirituals of the African tradition into the musical 
language and forms of the European tradition.  In a weekend 
Symposium, her works for organ, chamber ensemble, 
orchestra and solo voice will be explored.  

Two additional concerts on the series present works 
old and new.  

The history of salvation and redemption is presented 
in monumental form in George Frideric Handel’s musical 
and theological masterpiece Messiah.  It will be presented in 
two performances by the Beecher Singers of Second Church 
and the Indianapolis Baroque Orchestra under the direction 
of Dr. Michelle Louer. The ensemble will then join forces 
with the Indianapolis Chamber Orchestra and members of 
Tabernacle Presbyterian Church’s Chancel Choir for a third 
performance.  

The conclusion of the series will be the presentation of a 
newly-composed work by Norwegian composer Kim André 
Arnesen, the Holy Spirit Mass during Lent. 

Through these musical offerings, we share the good and 
challenging news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and pray that 
we may hear God’s voice anew. 

For more information, visit 
SecondChurch.org/MFA or 

contact Dr. Michelle L. Louer 
at (317) 253-6461 x 309 or 
mfa@SecondChurch.org. 
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Photo by Marion S. Trikosko, 
1971, courtesy of the Library of 
Congress_resized

Sacred Arts at Second Series
Leonard Bernstein at 100 

Thursday, October 18, 7 p.m.

Music from Musical Theater, Opera and Liturgy

Sanctuary Choir and Soloists,  
Dr. Michelle L. Louer, conductor 
Dr. John Allegar, piano

Festival Sunday:   
Sunday, October 21, 9:30 and 11 a.m. Worship Services

Sanctuary Choir & Festival Orchestra

Dr. Michelle L. Louer, conductor 

The Messiah Project 

December 1, 2 and 9.  

• Beecher Singers, Dr. Michelle L. Louer, conductor 

Florence Price Symposium
 Friday, March 8 - Sunday, March 10

• Explore the music, life and legacy of this prolific 
African-American composer

• Holy Spirit Mass – Kim André Arnesen

• April 1, 3pm

• Sanctuary Choir and Soloists with Festival Orchestra, 
Dr. Michelle L Louer, conductor

“This will be our reply to violence:  to make 
music more intensely, more beautifully, more 

devotedly than ever before.” 

  —Leonard Bernstein
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Caring for One Another
Second Presbyterian Church cares for one another. Our care is part of our 

DNA, created in the image of a loving and compassionate God – and it’s an 
enormous part of how we live as the body of Christ together. 

Sometimes our care for one another goes unnoticed because it is simply the 
fabric of our being. Other times, it shines, and we are struck by the Spirit’s presence 
and movement in our midst. Other times still, our care for one another is quietly at 
work respecting privacy and confidence. 

If you are in need of care, or want to be part of the ministry of caring for 
others, these are just a few places to start:

•  The Intercessory Prayer List is a confidential list that is prayed for weekly by 
the Intercessory Prayer Group and Second’s 
pastors and staff. You can share your requests 
for prayer by submitting a prayer card in 
worship, visiting our website, or contacting 
Rev. Madison VanVeelen.

• The Service of Communion and Wholeness takes place each Sunday 
morning at 10:35 a.m. in the Chapel. This intimate worship gathering is a 
special opportunity to be nourished by the Word and at Christ’s Table, and 
to receive prayer and anointing from a pastor. 

• Support groups led by Rev. Marsha Hutchinson:

 ◉ Healing Under Grief Support (H.U.G.S): read 
more on Page 15. 

 ◉ The Parkinson’s Support Group is for those 
with Parkinson’s and those caring for a loved 
one with Parkinson’s. This group meets on the 
first and third Wednesday of each month at 11 
a.m. in room 112. 

• Thanks to our Flower Delivery ministry, flowers 
from worship each Sunday are re-purposed into smaller arrangements 
and delivered by Deacons to those who are hospitalized or in rehab or 
nursing care. 

• Care Corps is a ministry that trains individuals 
to walk alongside those who are experiencing 
hardship, loss, or other life challenges. Care 
Corps ministers are matched with one or more 
individuals who are in need of support. 

Do you have a need for prayer or care? Would you 
like to serve others through any of the care ministries 
named above? Please contact Rev. Madison VanVeelen, 
Coordinator of Pastoral Care, for more information at 
mvanveelen@secondchurch.org, or (317) 253-6461.

Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for your prayers and for being 

the hands and feet of Christ.

When I lost my husband of 24 
years, I gave up. The compassion of 
those that I met at the grief group 

helped me begin to live again. 
For the first time in a long time, I 
looked forward to getting up in the 

morning. I felt like my life mattered.

It was so good to be remembered 
by the church when I was in the 

hospital. It was so good to see 
the faces of the Deacons as they 

delivered flowers from that Sunday’s 
worship service. You were all 

awesome! Thank you!

Meet Our New Coordinator 
of Pastoral Care  

Rev. Madison VanVeelen is from Ocala, 
Florida, and attended Florida State University, 

followed by Louisville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary (LPTS). You may 
remember Madison from her time serving 
as a Lake Fellow (2014-2016) or as the 
Coordinator of Northside Mission Ministry 
(2016-2018.) For the past two years 

Madison has also served as the Solo Pastor of 
Clayton Presbyterian Church in Clayton, IN, where 
she learned a little about farming and a lot about 
the manifold blessings of small church ministry. 

Madison is thrilled to now 
be serving full-time as Second’s 
Coordinator of Pastoral Care. Even 
in these early weeks of her new 
position, she has found great 
joy in learning the breadth and 
the depth of the many ways the 
community of Second cares and 
prays for one another, giving 
arms and legs and speech to 
the loving presence of the risen 

Christ. Madison’s own sense of call to ministry is 
influenced by the power of relationship, especially 
within Christian community. She believes that our 
relationships with God and one another root our 

faith, serve as a source of sustenance 
and hope in the midst of the blessings 
and hardships that we each inevitably 
face, and challenge us to grow more 
into the likeness of Christ. 

Madison is married to Eric, who 
also completed M.Div. studies at LPTS, 
and now teaches second grade at 
Center for Inquiry 27, an IPS school. 

They have a 15-month-old daughter, Prose, who 
is easy to spot thanks to her curly, red hair, and 
are expecting a son, due in January 2019. 
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H.U.G.S.   
(Healing Under Grief Support)

 
...All those who try to go it sole alone,
Too proud to be beholden for relief,
Are absolutely sure to come to grief.

                                                           — Robert Frost

Those who have experienced the loss of a loved one know that we 
need other people to help.  No one can replace that unique space of a 
loved one in our lives, but the need for supportive relationships with 
people who understand is an important piece of the healing process.

It is natural for people who are associated with a bereaved person 
to want him or her to “get back to normal.”  Hearing such cliches as, 
“Time will heal” or “Count your blessings” usually adds to the pain and 
emptiness of loss.  The good intentions and advice of people who may 
have adjusted in their past are often misunderstood and can be a means 
of prolonging grief.

Gathering in a safe, supportive and welcoming environment with 
others experiencing a similar journey is an important and helpful way for 
people to feel “heard.”  Listening to others, and sharing experiences and 
feelings opens up meaningful, healing conversations.  

Letter from a H.U.G.S. group participant:

“After almost a year following my husband’s death, it felt like things 
were getting worse, not better.  People kept asking me to go out to lunch 
or dinner, but the conversations seemed strained.  It felt like they avoided 
mentioning his name.  I kept wondering if my friends thought I would 
break into tears if we shared some old memories or stories, so I always 
assured them, “I’m really fine.”

Finally, someone told me about a group that was offered at their 
church called, H.U.G.S., (healing under grief support), and I decided to 
give it a try.  Each person who came to the group had experienced the loss 
of a spouse.  For the first time in a year being with those people helped me to 
feel there were others who understood what I was going through.  Hearing 
their comments and stories made me realize that I was normal.  Sometimes 
when a new person came to the group we would greet them with a hug or a 
handshake and say, ‘Welcome to the club that nobody wants to join.’   I will 
always be grateful for my HUGS family.”

H.U.G.S. is led by Rev. Marsha Hutchinson, experienced grief group 
facilitator and retired United Methodist pastor. The group meets on first 
and third Sundays of each monthfrom 12:30-1:30 p.m. in Room 312.  
For more information call: (317) 253-6461

The Possibility  
of Healing

When patients arrive at 
CenterPoint Counseling, no matter 
the issue or topic, all are seeking the 
possibility of an improved life.  All 
want to discover themselves and learn 
new skills in order to grow.  In Brené 
Brown’s book, Daring Greatly, she 
states that “daring greatly means the 
courage to be vulnerable. It means 
to show up and be seen. To ask for 
what you need. To talk about how 
you’re feeling. To have the hard 
conversations.”  Seeking counseling is 
such a courageous step to healing.  

However, logistical barriers, 
such as financial circumstances, often 
prohibit individuals from pursuing 
this healing.  This is why the Samaritan 
Fund is such a blessing.  The seeds 
sown by our donors eliminate the 
financial barrier and opens the doors 
of possibility for so many.  The beauty 
within those possibilities provided is 
that emotional restoration of even just 
one patient indirectly and positively 
filters further.  To families… to work 
environments... to communities… and 
to the world.  

Thank you to our Samaritan Fund 
Donors.  The breadth of nurturing 
possibilities provided by you is 
indescribable.  We appreciate you!

CenterPoint Counseling
S E C O N D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C HA T
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Living Faith
Through Christmas Benevolence

By Brad Yarger and Brent Benge, CB Co-Chairs 

Christmas Benevolence is one of the oldest mission traditions of 
Second Church.  This mission brings Christian love, encouragement and 
support to at-risk individuals in our community in the form of Bibles, food, 
clothing, household items, personal items, and gifts. 

Why Christmas Benevolence? 
    Have you ever wondered why, as a church, we do what we do? Why 

have we been wrapping our arms around God’s world since 1838?  Please 
take a second and reflect on the bible verses below.  

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? Jesus replied: 
‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 

Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Matthew 22: 36-40 

‘For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 

needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was 
in prison and you came to visit me.’ “Then the righteous will answer him, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 

something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go 
to visit you?’  The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one 

of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Matthew 25: 35-40 

When asked in Matthew 22:36-40 which is the greatest commandment, 
Jesus answers to “love the Lord and love thy neighbor as yourself.”

And then later, in Matthew 25:35-40, Jesus talks about the time he was 
hungry, and he was fed, and when he was thirsty, he was given something to 
drink...and whatever you 

do to the least of these, you do to me.

  Both of these passages are very powerful and points to how we, as a 
congregation, are the hands and feet of Jesus, and that we are commissioned 
to be the beacon of Jesus’ light in this world. Christmas Benevolence is that 
light for many families each Christmas. Christmas Benevolence allows us to 
love thy neighbor, and provide food, drink, and warm clothing to families 
during the holiday season.

What is it? 
Christmas Benevolence serves 150 families, and 

to do this it is only achievable through the generous 
donations of countless volunteer hours. If you’re not 
familiar with Christmas Benevolence, you may be 
shocked by how much planning and time goes into 
this event. It’s a yearlong process. A yearlong process of 
loving thy neighbor. 

As you contemplate where you, your family 
and your friends are going to spend your volunteer 
time this year, please prayerfully consider Christmas 
Benevolence as a place to love thy neighbor. 

Goals for 2018 
In 2017, more than 300 individuals served in 

the Christmas Benevolence project.  Organizers project 
that almost 650 volunteer slots will be available 
starting in November and continuing through mid-
December in 2018. We would love to have at least 
50 first-time volunteers join us this year to serve our 
recipient families.   

This year, the fundraising goal for Christmas 
Benevolence is $62,000.  This outstanding fundraising 
tradition allows us to provide nutritious food, warm 
clothing, winter coats, bedding and other needs to the 
families we serve. 

Your support allows us to continue this 
worthwhile endeavor. 

Save the Dates
Sundays in November and early 

December – Sign up for volunteer opportunities and 
select tags in McFarland Hall. 

November 1st– Sign Up Genius portal opens 
for volunteer signup 

Starting in mid-November, volunteer 
opportunities begin.

*For additional information, please call Brad 
Yarger (317) 574-9471 or Brent Benge (317) 374-8594. 
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CROP Walk
Cream of the Crop Challenge

Last year Second was recognized with a “Cream of the 
Crop” designation as one of the Top 100 fundraising teams 
in the nation.  Congratulations to the Second walkers for 
achieving the rank of #15!

This year the Hunger Team hopes to move up into the 
top ten. The fundraising goal is $20,000. We raised $15,000 in 
2017, so we think our congregation can take the next step to 
this higher level!

Let’s step up to end hunger! Join us for the Crop Walk 
through the Butler-Tarkington Neighborhood on Sunday, 
October 21. You can also make a donation to support the 
team.  Learn more at SecondChurch.org/Hunger.

It's time for our 
annual Habitat build!
Now is your chance to join 

people of all faiths in building 
a home for our neighbors.

The Interfaith Habitat for Humanity 
build is in October. We are joining with 
our neighbors to build homes for two 
families on the east side of Indianapolis. 
Second is providing volunteers on 
Thursday, October 11 for framing/roof 
decking and on Wednesday, October 
17 for siding and trim. Other dates are 
also available. 

Please sign up online at  
SecondChurch.org/Habitat.

In August, Second hosted a kick-off 
dinner for the interfaith build. More 
than 180 people from various faith 
traditions came together to enjoy a meal, 
get to know each other and celebrate the 
good work being done among neighbors 
through this extensive program.
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Several times each year Second hosts families 
in our building for a week. The fall hosting week is 
October 14 to 21. Volunteers provide meals, play 
with children, set up sleeping rooms and help with 
transportation. For more information, contact 
Dianne Berry at (317) 253-6461.
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Interfaith Hospitality Network
Hi Pastor Dave, 

Thank you again for the opportunity to share with the deacons last 
night.  I was really impressed that a congregation has so many congregants 
willing to step into leadership roles; it’s amazing to see!

I also appreciated the opportunity to speak and your kind words of 
introduction.  I don’t take that opportunity for granted.  There were so 
many volunteers in the room who make this program go ‘round.  There 
were also donors and foundation presidents that have supported the IHN 
program for years.  I really just hope I didn’t embarrass the organization 
for all the work that Dianne (and you) put into this.  I was grateful at the 
Community Committee to only receive questions about how to help, and 
not any from a perhaps judgmental stance.

The financial support from Presbyterian Women was a complete 
surprise, and such a generous gift.  We have had quite a few unexpected 
expenses come up, and this will help substantially.  I’m grateful because 
all of the blinds at the Day Center are incredibly old and broken, and this 
could be a nice facelift for the windows (which helps with privacy too for 
the families).  We’ll of course send an appropriate acknowledgement.

So thank you again, and all the best!

Gratefully, 
Mike

Michael Chapuran
Executive Director
Family Promise of Greater Indianapolis

What role does Second serve in 
helping the homeless in Indy?
Consider the term, “HOMELESS.”  We have all had hard 

times but have you ever wondered where you would sleep 
tonight…where your children would sleep tonight…where 
the food to fill their stomachs would come from? 

In this land of plenty, “Homeless” doesn’t just mean 
“no house or apartment” it means no “HOME,” nowhere that 
provides security, roots, comfort, or a solid foundation. Many 
homeless families face a daily struggle to survive that creates 
feelings of helplessness, anxiety, suffocation and desperation. 
Second Presbyterian is among more than 25 congregations 
and synagogues who partner with the Interfaith Hospitality 
Network (IHN) to provide meals and a place to spend the 
night for up to four homeless families. IHN Day Center’s staff 
helps families find long term solutions: permanent housing, 
employment, educational opportunities and other resources 
to regain their independence. The IHN receives referrals from 
individuals, community resources, and the 211 Connect 2 Help 
line which provides human service resources.

We are beginning our sixth year of commitment to 
helping homeless families in our community by providing a 
safe and comfortable bedroom for families of two to eight, 
breakfast and a nutritious dinner, activities/recreation for 
children of all ages, and transportation to and from the Day 
Center, where adults receive case manager services to be able to 
secure meaningful employment and then safe and affordable 
permanent housing. This is an opportunity for each of us to 
welcome the stranger and show the Love of Christ.

All of this doesn’t happen without many volunteers during 
the week, who give generously of their time whether preparing 
a meal, playing with children, driving the van, or spending the 
night. Join Second’s efforts to brighten the lives and lighten the 
load of families who struggle each day to keep going forward. 

Learn more: FamilyPromiseIndyIHN.org

Call or e-mail Dianne Berry at (317) 848-5715 to volunteer 
or look for the Sign-Up Genius link on the church website.
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Recycling is second 
nature, right? 

As careful stewards 
of creation, we bundle our 
newspapers for the local 
school; we give our pop 
cans to the neighborhood 
Can Lady; and we all 
put our plastic water 
bottles, glass jars 
and broken down 
cardboard boxes 
into blue bins at 
home. But what 
happens next? 

If China isn’t 
buying our recyclable 
stuff anymore, 
where is it going? 
What’s the big 
deal about 
straws? 
What 
about 
all the 
other stuff 
like Styrofoam, 
snack packages, and 
plastic bags? Why 
does so much of it 
end up in the ocean?

 A representative 
of the Indiana 
Recycling Coalition 
will unravel the 
mysteries of recycling 
on Wednesday, 
November 14 at 7 p.m. 
at the church. 

Bring your questions and your favorite strategies 
for waste-free living. 
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Meet Westminster's Executive Director
Chrissy Petersen is finishing her first year as executive director of Westminster Neighborhood 

Services. She started as the Pantry Director in 2012, moved into Director of Operations and 
is now directing the organization of six 
full-time staff members and more than 
100 volunteers.

Westminster Neighborhood Services 
is a full community center serving families 
on the east side of Indianapolis holistically with education services, 
health care, food and social and employment counseling. More than 
15,000 people are served through the food pantry, 11,000 meals 
served in the soup kitchen and up to 60 children participate in after 
school care and summer day camp.

Matt Rueff, chair of the Westminster board of directors, 
talks about the mission of the organization. “Transforming this 
community where generational poverty is lessened and all residents 
may live in dignity and peace is where we want to put our efforts,” he 
says. “We feel we’ve hired the leaders to accomplish this.”

Second’s relationship with Westminster spans many decades, 
beginning in 1982. Several Second members have served or are 
currently on the board of directors, and many others have volunteered 
in the after school program, summer camp or food pantry. To learn 
more about how you can be part of this vital ministry near downtown 
Indianapolis, please contact Chrissy at cpetersen@westmin.org.
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Treasures at the  
PW Sale

We have been working the book 
room at the PW sales for many years, 
but this summer we experienced 
something for the first time. One 
of our regular customers who visits 
every sale came in and asked to return 
a book. We were surprised since the 
books are priced at only $1 or $2. We 
agreed to take it back, and then he 
explained why he was returning it.

A few years ago he purchased 
a bag full of books as usual. The 
collection included a written history 
of Second Presbyterian Church. In 
preparing for the sale, the sorters had 
checked to make sure that there was a 
copy of this publication in the church 
library before placing it in the sale.

However, as our customer was 
reading the book, he noticed some 
writing inside the front cover. Upon 
closer inspection, he realized that 
the book had been signed by all the 
influential church leaders he was 
reading about!

He thought it belonged at the 
church and held on to it until he could 
safely return it. We were so stunned 
and appreciative that we forgot to 
get his name, but we are very grateful 
for the loyal reader who returned 
this treasure.

You may not find a treat like this 
one at the PW sale, but you are sure to 
uncover some unexpected treasures!

Bob and Marti Browne

PW Fall Sale
Friday, November 2, 5 – 8 p.m.

Saturday, November 3, 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
This fall Second will once again host the Fall Sale featuring more 

than 17,000 square feet of gently-used clothing, toys, household 
goods, furniture, books, electronics, home décor, art, antiques, 
linens and more. 

It takes more than 100 volunteers to make the sale happen! Free 
childcare is available in the week leading up to the sale.

Dedicated volunteers meet each Monday morning year round to 
sort donated items, and booth workers organize rooms full of goods for 
the sale. You can volunteer for whatever booth interests you, whether 
that’s handbags, electronics, antiques, or kids’ toys – and then you get 
first dibs on buying the merchandise! 

The Fall Sale also features a Bakery Booth, featuring the world 
famous jars of cheese! Church community members are invited to 
come to the progressive dinner on Friday night to enjoy fellowship 
while getting early access to shopping.

Proceeds from both PW sales (in November and June) go to 
local, national and international organizations that serve the needs 
of women, children and families. Recipients include CenterPoint 
Counseling Samaritan Fund, Boy Scout Troop #18, Greenbriar 
Elementary, Northside Food Pantry, Coburn Place Safe Haven, 
Building Tomorrow/Uganda, Westminster Neighborhood Services, 

Raphael Health Center, Servants at Work (SAWs), Send 
the Light (human trafficking), and Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance. The 2018 Summer Sale brought in more than 
$41,000, so we are well on our way to raising around 
$100,000 this year.

Although the merchandise offerings and sale set-up 
have evolved over the years, one thing remains constant: 
the commitment of the women of Second to raise 
money for mission by presenting a first-class event for 
the community. 

Sorting, Storing and Selling
Throughout the year, your donations are sorted 

and stored in the church building. The week of the sale 
volunteers work with the Facilities staff to transform 
our beautiful building into a shopping mecca for the 
sale weekend. We are grateful for the space and support 
of this monumental recycling effort to benefit local and 
international mission and outreach programs.
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VBS goes to Kenya!
At Vacation Bible School in June 2018, 

children played, sang, created art and learned 
stories related to their faith family tree.  One 
branch of Second’s faith family tree is the 
Umoja Project in western Kenya. VBS kids 
exchanged songs via video with Kenyan 
students and learned Swahili words, such as 
Umoja (unity), Amani (faith) and Asante 
Sana (thank you).

During the week, children brought in 
gently used books for local shelters and the 
refugee family sponsored by Second. Learn 
more about the Refugee Ministry Team at 
SecondChurch.org/refugee.

Youngsters also collected money to fund 
the school lunch program in Kenya. $25 
feeds a Kenyan student school lunch for a 
year, and the donated pennies and dollars 
totalled $600 to pay for 24 children to have 
a year of school lunch. On Friday, the 45 
Degrees class hosted a bake sale and raised 
$700 to pay for two Kenyan students to 
attend high school for a year.

Second is a founding member of 
Global Interfaith Partnership. Learn more 
about how GIP’s Umoja Project supports 
orphaned and vulnerable children at 
GlobalInterfaithPartnership.org.

• Sunday, November 18, 5 - 8 p.m.

• Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation 
6501 N. Meridian Street, Indianapolis

Enjoy traditional Kenyan fare while you get to know your neighbors 
of various faiths and backgrounds. This lively annual celebration supports 
the Food for Thought fundraising campaign to provide daily school 
lunch for 3,100 Umoja Project students in western Kenya. 

Event Highlights:

• Featured speaker:  Dave Miner,  
board member of Bread for the World  
and former executive director of Interfaith Hunger Initiative 

• Silent Auction

• Marketplace

• Live Music

• Tickets: $35

Your ticket purchase covers the cost of your meal  
and a year of school lunch for a Kenyan child.

Event and table sponsorships are also available.

Learn more and purchase tickets at  
GlobalInterfaithPartnership.org/FoodForThought
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3rd Grade: Welcome to the Table
This year World Communion Day falls on October 7.  

This is the day when churches all over the world celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper and this is the day that third graders at 
Second Church receive a formal “Welcome to the Table.”

 Of course, children are always welcomed at the Lord’s 
Table.  This is what our Book of Order says about those who 
are welcomed at the table where Jesus is host:

The invitation to the Lord’s Supper is extended to all who 
have been baptized, remembering that access to the Table is 
not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given 
to the undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love. 
In preparing to receive Christ in this Sacrament, the believer 
is to confess sin and brokenness, to seek reconciliation with 
God and neighbor, and to trust in Jesus Christ for cleansing 
and renewal. Even one who doubts or whose trust is wavering 
may come to the Table in order to be assured of God’s love and 
grace in Christ Jesus. (W-2.4011) Baptized children who 
are being nurtured and instructed in the significance of the 
invitation to the Table and the meaning of their response are 
invited to receive the Lord’s Supper, recognizing that their 

understanding of participation will vary according to their 
maturity. (W-2.4012)

So, while children are always welcomed to share 
Communion whenever it is served at Second Church, on 
World Communion Sunday, we recognize our third graders 
who have participated in classes in September focused on 
the movements of worship and especially the sacraments of 
Baptism and Communion.  

 On that day, our Third Graders join the rest of the 
children in singing “Come All You People!” as they call the 
church to worship.  They receive their very own copy of a 
New Revised Standard Children’s Study Bible.  And, they 
are among the people of God around the world who cling 
to God’s Word, delight in the fellowship of the Lord’s Table, 
know the sweet taste of salvation poured out for them, and 
grab hold of a generous portion of the bread of life!  

Welcome to the table third graders!  Welcome to the 
table, all you children of God.
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Sowing Seeds 
Through Four Generations

In 1963, my family moved from Illinois to Indianapolis.  
They chose to plant themselves and our family at Second 
Presbyterian Church, about the same time Bill Hudnut also 
came to town.  I do not know what brought them to Second 
Church.  Perhaps it was the limestone building similar to 
the church where their wedding took place.  Perhaps it was 
because it was their second Presbyterian church; after being 
married at the First Presbyterian Church.  Or maybe it was 
the carillon bells we listened to each night on the patio.    
Whatever it was, my mom and dad, Mary Alice and Tom 
Garrison, were drawn to this wonderful church.  

Quickly, we became involved in the church activities -- 
attending Bible studies, Sunday School, adult classes, serving 
as Deacons and Elders, and enjoying time with friends in 
what would now be called “small group.”  Their small group 
came for dinner, played the piano, laughed and sang at 
our house.  Their group members taught Sunday School, 
Niners and chaperoned mission trips.  I grew up singing in 
choir, attending mission trips, participating in Niners and 
youth group, volunteering in many activities and basically 
creating beautiful memories that are hard to narrow into a 
short remembrance.

My husband, Rick, and I were married in the chapel by 
our youth minister.  My oldest daughter, Jenny, was married 
in the chapel by her youth minister, Brian Shivers.  My 
youngest daughter, Kate, was married in a garden setting 
by Brian, also.    Footsteps through our generation…. Seeds 
sown deeply in our faith and church.

Jenny and Katie were both baptized on the steps of the 
sanctuary.  Both of my granddaughters were also baptized 

here.  During my ‘youth’ at Second Pres, I participated in 
every mission trip and youth activity and spoke on Senior 
Sunday.  Jenny also went on every mission trip, Halloween 
haunted house tours and Bible studies.  Kate joined her 
and also participated in the Footsteps of Faith class and 
trip.  I know our grandchildren will continue to follow 
and plant seeds along the path that weaves throughout our 
lives at Second Presbyterian.  They will come to have fond 
memories from all of their faith-based activities. 

My Mom was involved in many, many activities.  
Everyone knew Mary Alice Garrison! She was instrumental 
in forming Children’s Circle as a faith-based preschool.  I 
recently have returned to helping in Sunday School.  Rick 
and I taught Sunday School for many years.  His job was to 
take a little one to get the juice and crackers.  Now I am on a 
new path helping teach the stories of the Bible.  

Little Lucy, the fourth generation of our family, is now 
joyfully coming to her school at Second.  Her teachers and 
friends are helping plant seeds to help her grow in her faith.  
Soon, she, too, may sing in the choir, come to “Wiggle 
Worship” at Families@Five, read a Bible story, or play on 
the playground.  She calls Second Presbyterian Church “her 
Castle”.  She says, “It is a pretty castle”.  

• Here is the church (or Castle)

• Here is the steeple – playing the hymns, calling us.

• Open the doors

• And find all the beautiful people – playing, 
worshiping, and enjoying each other.

Four generations following in the footsteps of 
those who came before  – loving, planting seeds and 
watching us grow. 

—Susan Kruse
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How can the arts engage the church and the community 
in the life of faith and mission?  

This is the question posed ten years ago to the Fine 
Arts Advisory Team by member Ralph Bedwell.  The 
Community Committee of the Deacons, under the 
leadership of Associate Pastor for Mission Revs. David Berry 
and Rachel Wann, had been working diligently for several 
years in establishing a partnership with Broad Ripple Arts 
Magnet High School.  The Deacons were already active in 
BRHS activities and events to assist in job preparedness.  
They participated in Career Days. They provided funds for 
the purchase of school uniforms and covered rental fees for 
graduation robes.  They provided scholarships for field trips 
and other special projects.  Fine Arts Team member Linda 
Rinker participated with the Poetry Reading Competition.

But as former Director of the Magnet program, 
Ralph was eager to explore ways in which the students and 
teachers of this outstanding Arts charter school could be 
in relationship with Second Presbyterian’s understanding 
of arts and music as integral expressions of our faith and 
humanity.  After extended conversation with the faculty and 
staff of BRHS and members of Second Church, the Fine 
Arts Team prayerfully deliberated what a meaningful and 
sustainable relationship might look like.  

The first endeavor was to collaborate with the Fine 
Arts Instructors in creating an opportunity to affirm and 
celebrate the gifts of their talented young artists.  The 
Annual BRHS Art Exhibit was born.  Members of the 
team worked with the students in framing their works, 
which were then hung in our beautiful gallery in McFarland 
Hall.  Imagine the joy, the pride, the affirmation that these 
students and their families experienced while viewing their 
creative expressions in a public venue outside of their school!  

The following year, the annual exhibition expanded to 
include the BRHS Honors Music Recital in our beautiful 
Choir Rehearsal Room.  Second Church alumnae filled the 
seats alongside parents, grandparents, sisters and brothers, 
to applaud the work of both students and teachers.  The 
reception following allowed for congratulations and 
conversations.  

The daunting circumstances and ever-diminishing 
resources under which art teachers and musicians labor in 
the public schools is of great concern.  It is vital to develop 
the whole person—mind, body and spirit.  The arts are not 
an elite endeavor, available only to those schools and families 
with resources.  In addition to self-expression, nurturing 
creativity significantly increases academic success, promotes 
healthy self-confidence and self-esteem, and affirms the 
divine light within all persons.  Fine Arts Team member Bob 
Bratton recalls how excited and enthusiastic both students 
and teachers were about the opportunity to share their 
works.  It was a privilege for members of the Fine Arts Team 
to encourage and support their work.  And members of the 
congregation were amazed and inspired by the outstanding 
array of art shared each year.  

With the dissolution of BRHS last year, the Fine Arts 
Team was eager to continue their work integrating arts and 
mission.  After a period of discernment, they are beginning 
a new relationship with Greenbrier Elementary School, a 
partner of Second’s Northside Mission Ministries.  Second’s 
active mission work in the community has already been 
established at Greenbrier through the work of volunteers 
like Jan Milholland and Fine Arts Team member Ann Rose.  
Like BRHS, funds are dedicated to increasing student 
pride, self-esteem, and participation through the purchase 
of ties for the young men and scholarships for field trips.  
Teachers are supported through assistance with student 
tutoring and a December Appreciation Lunch, to name just 
two examples.  

Principal Jamie Alexander and arts instructor 
Ainsley James are thrilled to deepen the relationship with 
Second Church and to share their student’s artistry in 
the community.  The Fine Arts Team is enthusiastic in 
developing new friendships with young artists and their 
families.  It is vital that Second Church nourishes not 
only bodies and minds, but also the spirits and souls of 
our neighbors.  

A New Twist On An Old Partnership:
Mission in Arts
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Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Members
It was a special day in the life of the church. The Presbyterian Women gathered as the women did 148 years ago to give 

praise and thanks to our God. They continued another tradition which began in 1912 in the Presbyterian church, primarily 
in the south. When the northern and southern churches united in 1980, Second began honoring women in our church who 
are commmitted to christ and to the mission of the church—with the Presbyterian Women’s Honorary Life Member award.  
Women all over the U.S. are being honored 
each year by their church in this way.

Many of the past honorary life 
members were there, both from Second 
and from other Presbyterian churches. 
There is a plaque in room 230 with the 
names of these devoted christian women. 
The selections for 2018 were made by 
the honorees from the last two years: 
Catherine Donaldson, chair, Barbara 
Stewart, Ellen Gullett and Jan Millholland. 
Here are this year’s honorees:

Always smiling…always cheerful…always ready to lend 
a helping hand.  This honoree has been a member of Second 
for 13 years.  In that time, she has volunteered “non-stop” for 
Presbyterian Women’s Fall and Summer Sales.  She serves on 
the PW Coordinating Team and assists with the InSpiring 
Speaker Series.  She is a deacon and serves communion to the 
homebound, works diligently on Christmas Benevolence, and 
volunteers with the Interfaith Hospitality Network and the 
Kenya Carnival.  She is someone you can depend on. This 
lovely, caring honoree is our own Carol Paik. 

Friendly, gracious, kind, caring, gentle, good listener 
– this honoree is all of that and more.  Her warmth and 
sincerity are always there—in her greeting—in her 
volunteering—in relationships as a member of Second for 
19 years.  She is an Elder and Deacon.  Each year she works 

diligently for the PW Fall and Summer Sales and the PW 
InSpiring Speaker Series. She assists with Christmas Benevolence and has 

served on the Lake Fellow Ministry Team and Sages Council. Her motto – as a former teacher - “laughter is the best 
medicine – therefore, teachers should live forever!” She is Ina Van Duyn. 
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The Eighth Day of Creation
Each fall we celebrate the gifts from artists in our 

midst. “The Eighth Day of Creation” exhibit includes 
works from the church community. Photography, 
sculpture, painting, fabric art, mixed media and 
ceramics have been created by people of all ages. 

Please make a special effort to explore all the 
wonderful art on display in McFarland Hall and 
the third floor hallways. We are so blessed to be able 
to showcase the talent of our church family in this 
beautiful space! 

The Fine Art Advisory Team coordinates and 
installs all of our exhibits. Would you like to help? 
Contact the Music and Fine Arts Department at 
MFA@SecondChurch.org.

Wisdom@Work Workshop
Cost: $359 (lunch included each day)
CenterPoint Counseling, Room 356

• Thursday, November 15: 11:45 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

• Friday, November 16: 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

• Saturday, November 17: 8 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Drawing upon ancient Christian wisdom and a 21st 
Century understanding of the nature of our Universe, 
this workshop will engage participants in practices 
and reflections on how to maximize their conscious 
potential at work. 

Recognizing that humans are a “work-in-progress”, 
capable of resonance with the creative energy (Spirit) that 
directs all of Creation toward its ultimate goal, we can learn 
to participate in the movement toward Wholeness. 

“To live with an evolutionary spirit is to let go when the 
right time comes and to engage new structures of relationship.” 

- Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

By opening our hearts and minds to the life-giving 
energy that moves all of Creation, we discover together a 
higher purpose in all our endeavors.

Questions? Contact Jan Byars or Robert Hunter at 
(317) 252-5518.
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Indianapolis Museum  
of Art Galleries  

Tour at Newfields
• Thursday, October 18, 11 a.m.

Please join the Sages for a special tour of the 
Sacred & Religious Art 
Collection in the Indianapolis 
Museum of Art Galleries at 
Newfields. Come, be inspired 
and awed by these magnificent 
works. Some of the pieces will 
take your breath away.

Plan to meet at the Newfields Café at 11 a.m. 
and the tour will commence from there. Admission 
to the Museum is $18. Museum Members Admission 
is free. Please pay on that day directly to the museum. 
Lunch at the Café will be per the listed menu prices. 
Please make reservations in McFarland Hall on 
Sundays, or at the Front Desk during the week, or 
call Sherri at (317) 253-6461.

The Future Is Now Luncheon
• Wednesday, October 24, 11:30 a.m.

• Rev. Chris Henry,  “Remembering the Future”

Have you been wondering what the future might hold 
for Second Presbyterian Church…for you and your family…
for our nation and world? Within the community of faith, a 
vision for the future begins with remembrance of the past. As 
we recall God’s faithfulness, we are encouraged to pursue a 
bold vision for what is to come. Our new Senior Pastor, Rev. 
Chris Henry, will offer reflections on the future of our church 
drawing from the words of the prophets and the teachings of 
Jesus. Come to be inspired for what lies ahead!

Please join us on Wednesday, October 24 at 11:30 
a.m. in the Community Room for a light luncheon 
preceding the program.

Cost is $8.00 per person. You may make your reservation 
and non-refundable payment online anytime, at the Front 
Desk during business hours, or in McFarland Hall on Sundays 
during Coffee Hour.

Sages Fall Brunch at Woodstock Club
• Sunday, October 21, 12:30 p.m.

• Fellowship, Food and Fun!

Come and enjoy brunch at Woodstock Club.  Cost $20 per 
person and reservations are necessary. Please make reservations 
and non-refundable payment online anytime, at the Front Desk 
during office hours during the week, or in McFarland Hall during 
Coffee Hour on Sundays.  Deadline for reservations is Tuesday, 
October 16, at Noon. 
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Grow Together
• Youth Ministry Fall Retreat 

• November 3-4, 2018

• Camp Pyoca

Students in grades 6-12 are welcome 
to “Grow Together” with us on the youth 
ministries fall retreat at Camp Pyoca in southern 
Indiana on November 3-4. We will spend 
one night together in fellowship and fun, 
surrounded by the beauty of nature and away 
from our daily distractions.

Why retreat?
Retreats and trips are an incredible opportunity to get away from 

a normal busy schedule and the hustle and bustle of daily life. These 
moments away give participants the chance to relax with peers, build 
new relationships, strengthen old ones, enjoy nature, have a ton of 
fun, encounter God, and grow in faith. We cannot encourage students 
enough to give one of these retreats a chance. More can happen in 24 
hours away than in three months of weekly meetings. We guarantee it 
will be worth it.

Our Fall Retreat, Grow Together, begins at the church at noon on 
Saturday, November 3. We will travel by bus to Pyoca, a Presbyterian 
camp in Brownstown, Indiana. We return to the church by 6 p.m. 
Sunday, November 4 (We ask participants to volunteer for the PW Fall 
Sale on Saturday before we leave if at all possible). This trip affords us 
the opportunity to all be together in one place at the same time. There 
will be separate activities, programming, and lodging for middle school 
and high school students in this beautiful wooded setting. Sign up 
now! Please plan on joining us. Friends are always welcome.
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